logo            NAVAL AND MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS

202 low-built galleys, and All Pasha's 274. But only seventeen
years later in 15883 in the battles between the Spanish Armada
and the English fleet, there was not even a single galley in
action. The battles were between heavily masted and sparred
sailing-ships, and everything depended on their cannon fire. In
the following century the broadside battleship and frigate were
the only ships for the battle line and, instead of assembling fleets
mostly composed of armed traders, governments had to rely on
permanently organized war navies, just as on the land they kept
up standing armies.

Thus it came that the executive power of every State in
Europe was permanently armed for war, and fleets and armies
were held ready to be the instruments of policy.

Developments consequent on the Reformation

The rupture of religious unity in civilized Europe was followed
for more than a hundred years by civil strife and international
conflicts. These were either the direct results of this tremendous
break with the past, or were embittered by the new situation.

It may well be regarded as a dire calamity that for over a
century European Christendom should have been rent asunder
by wars waged in the name of religion. But it must be remem-
bered that the Reformation was not only a revolt against the
old faith that had given its spiritual guidance to Europe for
more than a thousand years, but that it was also a social and
political revolution. The wars that followed the coming of the
Reformation were again and again the outcome of political
ambitions as much as or even more than of any zeal for religion.
In Germany Luther secured the support of the rulers of Branden-
burg, Hesse, and Saxony and many less important princes and
nobles by truckling to the absolutism of these allies, and in-
sisting on their right to regulate religious matters without any
interference from Rome and ruling their subjects in Church as
well as in State affairs. The Habsburg defence of the old faith
was linked very closely with the policy of securing some real
power for the Empire in the German lands.

The earlier wars of this period had their origin entirely in